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SHRINKING CITIES: COMPLETE WORKS 3 JAPAN

In addition to a general introduction to the topic in both English and Japanese, this free digital publication, Shrinking
Cities: Complete Works 3: Japan, makes texts and studies available on the subject of shrinking cities in Japan. It is

the first of its kind to provide concise insight into the discussion about processes of urban shrinkage, population loss,
migration, aging, and declining economic performance that has also recently emerged in Japan. At the same time,
Shrinking Cities: Complete Works 3: Japan complements the previously issued digital publications Shrinking Cities:
Complete Works 1: Analyse/Analysis, and Complete Works 2: Interventionen/Interventions, which contain in-depth data
on case studies conducted in Europe and North America.

The downloadable PDF files contain more than 300 pages of studies and research in Japanese and English by twenty-
four authors. It provides information on the subject in general, on shrinking cities and demographic transition in Japan,
on Hakodate/Hokkaido as a case study, as well as on case studies of other Japanese cities.

The DVD, which is available from the Project Office, contains eleven films (Japanese/English, ca. 85 minutes). Besides
an analytical documentation and mapping of the Hakodate case study, it provides a general introduction to the sub-
ject. It contains an animated world map of shrinking cities as well as video documentations and dynamic mapping of
five international examples of shrinking cities and includes both cultural studies and examples of models for action
(with films by Antje Enmann/Harun Farocki, Alsop Architects/squint opera, the complizen, the Chaos Computer Club,
and others).
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Introduction

In view of a recently shrinking population and the decline of peripheral rural regions in favor of the
large metropolises Tokyo and Osaka, in Japan—just as in Germany —a debate has begun on urban
shrinkage. Whereas in Germany the focus is primarily on the dramatic urban transformation pro-
cesses in eastern Germany following reunification, what has become apparent in Japan is primarily
the effects of demographic transition (see Chapter 3). As a country with a high life expectancy, a
low birth rate, and negligible immigration, Japan is not only exemplary for the consequences of an
aging population, as is also the case for Germany (and the Eastern European countries), for the
past several years it has registered an overall population decrease. Despite these related problems,
the exchange of knowledge on this subject between Germany and Japan and the comparison of
these developments has only just begun. To date, researchers like Winfried Flichter, Keiro Hattori,
and Peter Matanle have made important contributions to this comparison.

Since 2002, Shrinking Cities—a project of the Kulturstiftung des Bundes (German Federal Cultural
Foundation) in cooperation with the Project Office Philipp Oswalt, the Museum of Contemporary
Art Leipzig, the Bauhaus Dessau Foundation, and the magazine archplus—has engaged in the
subject on an international scale (see Chapter 1). In addition to a global study, the main focus was
on case studies in the United States, Great Britain, Russia, and Germany. Within the scope of the
first phase of the project (2002-06), it was not possible to examine Japan as a fifth example with
the same precision as the other case studies. However, contributions to the project publications
by Winfried Fliichter, Yasuyuki Fuji, Hidetoshi Ohno, John W. Traphagan, and Yuji Saiga (see below)
mark the beginning of a comparative examination (see Chapter 2 in particular).

At the beginning of 2007, a joint exhibition by Hidetoshi Ohno (with his project Fibercity—Tokyo
2050) and the project Shrinking Cities in Tokyo prompted us to conduct a more intense compara-
tive investigation in Japan. We selected Hakodate for the case study, a city that shows the causes
and consequences of shrinkage—such as peripherization, suburbanization, and demographic
aging—in a way typical for Japan (see Chapter 4). The research conducted constituted the basis
for the present publication. During our work we discovered that a large number of scientists as
well as artists, authors, journalists, and others have addressed the subject of shrinking cities in
Japan; however, they have for the most part done so independently of each other, and only frag-
ments of the results of their work are available to researchers outside Japan. This prompted us to
digitally publish a summary of those works we are familiar with and have access to, and to make
it available in the Internet alongside our own work. The collection makes no claim whatsoever to
completeness, and we are aware that further important studies concerning this topic have not been
included here.



The publication has two parts. The first consists of studies in text and image as a PDF file with more
than 300 pages in A4-format in English and Japanese. This document can be downloaded free of
charge from the website www.shrinkingcities.com. The second part is a DVD containing Japanese
versions of film productions for the exhibition “Shrinking Cities” in Tokyo. This DVD (total running
time ca. 85 minutes) can be ordered from the Project Office Philipp Oswalt, Eisenacher StraBe 74,
10823 Berlin, Germany, mail@shrinkingcities.com, for €20.00 plus shipping.

We would be grateful to our readers for information about other studies, research, and texts, which
could then be included in an updated version of this publication.

We would like to thank Saori Kawashita, Jan Polivka, and Keiro Hattori for their support in the
compilation of this publication. Particular thanks go out to Hidetoshi Ohno, Yukio Kawase, Nobuko
Morita, Jin Hidaka, Koji Matsushita, Masafumi Mori, Nami Inamitsu, Carlo Zlrcher, and Riichi
Miyake for making the exhibition “Shrinking Cities x Fiber City @ Akihabara” possible in Tokyo in
2007.

In closing we would like to draw attention to the other project publications, which document the
results of four years of international comparative research on shrinking cities by hundreds of sci-
entists, artists, architects, and many others (see page 13).
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Hara Toshihiko / [R 187
(* 1953 in Tokyo, Japan), sociologist and Professor at the Sapporo City University, Department of Design, lives in
Sapporo. t.hara@scu.ac.jp
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John W. Traphagan / +>774> 23> -W

(*1961 in Boston, USA), anthropologist and Associate Professor at the Department of Asian Studies and Director of the
Center for East Asian Studies at the University of Texas, lives in Austin. jirap@mail.utexas.edu
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Kenji Tsutsumi / 12 #Z
(*1960 in Omuta City, Japan), Associate Professor at Osaka University, Institute of Human Geography, Graduate School
of Letters, lives in Toyonaka city. tsutsumi@Ilet.osaka-u.ac.jp
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Fisun Taretken / 72U 87> 72X
(1972 in Ulm, Germany), architect, urban planner and research associate for the “Shrinking Cities” project. Currently
project leader for the German Pavilion at the Architectural Biennale 2008, lives in Berlin. tu@shrinkingcities.com
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FURTHER PUBLICATIONS / iz

Shrinking Cities, Volume 1: International Research

Ed. Philipp Oswalt, 736 pages,

Hatje Cantz, Ostfildern, 2005

ISBN-13 978-3-7757-1682-6, $ 55

Citing concrete examples from Manchester and Liverpool in Great Britain, Detroit in the United States, lvanovo in Russia, and Halle and
Leipzig in Germany, this volume compares living conditions and cultural change in shrinking urban regions. Artistic intercessions help
sensitize the public to a global phenomenon that poses a new social challenge.

Photos by Stan Douglas, John Ganis, Ken Grant, Bas Princen, Yuji Saiga, Tom Wood, and many more.

Shrinking Cities, Volume 2: Interventions

Ed. Philipp Oswalt, 864 pages,

Hatje Cantz, Ostfildern, 2006

ISBN-13 978-3-7757-1711-3, $ 55

In dealing with shrinking cities, urban design and classical city planning reach their limits. In the face of this new challenge, new paths are
taken: the “hard” tools of construction and deconstruction are joined with the “soft” tools of political, social, cultural, and communicative
interventions. This book provides an international overview and critical discussion of concepts and strategies for shrinking cities from
the fields of architecture, landscape design, urban planning, the media, performance, and art. The approaches discussed range from
artistic responses and self-empowerment projects to architectural and landscape interventions, strategies of media communication, and
city marketing, to new legal regulations and utopian designs. A series of essays critically discusses current projects in North America,
Europe, and Japan, as well as important historical positions in architecture and art.

With projects by Will Alsop, Ruedi Baur, Florian Beigel, Chaos Computer Club, Crimson, Jeremy Deller, M. J. Ginzburg, Gordon Matta-
Clark, muf, Hidetoshi Ohno, OMA, Cedric Price, Andreas Siekmann, Robert Smithson, Superflex, Oswald Mathias Ungers, and many
more.

Atlas of Shrinking Cities

Ed. Philipp Oswalt and Tim Rieniets, 160 pages

Hatje Cantz, Ostfildern, 2006

ISBN-13 978-3-7757-1714-4, $ 55

Which cities shrink? Where are these cities? What processes lie behind shrinkage? Atlas of Shrinking Cities has approximately 30 world
maps, 50 diagrams, 40 city portraits, 15 lexical essays, and an index of cities to document this global phenomenon and make it visually
comprehensible by means of an innovative graphic presentation.

SHRINKING NIPPON

Written and edited by Hidetoshi Ohno, co-editor: AvantAssociates, Inc.(Koji Matsushita + Masafumi Mori), editorial direction by Nobuko
Moarita.

Kajima Institute Publishineg Co.Ltd.Tokyo, 2008

ISBN-978-4-306-04508-8 C3052
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ISBN-13 978-3-7757-1711-3 (¥3EHR) . 39.801—1

/NI B B WA G T, A ER TR EIEF DRRICEY  FTcAERBICEN O (R REE RS, A2 CIIENT Db DRI A > 22—
22 Ay OEBMRRE BT A TOHRERIEETELEC VT IV/T—AV - TAJVTIMRT—hELTDA Y EZ—R0a v hb BE S8 A4
TATICEBAVBZ=—N2 23 ESIKIEFHLWVEREL I - FETHBEICE TES ALK 3—0v/ \BATORAED OV 1Y M BEPEMDNEF COE
TR ERH RAREICRE T 25 xR,

TaVIIMEDAIV DIV TIVT AN T AT INA T Iv AA R AV 12— 05T VLV IV E— T o= MIF YTV d—R>-
AYBR-IT—7 I T RKBFHOMA LRIV TSARTYVRLTA =0 ON—= A2V A—IN~TLYIRAFARATTIVN R TAT R T
H—A LB,

Atlas der schrumpfenden Stadte/Atlas of Shrinking Cities /2> +>7 271 7HZ2R)
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T—~\Y (R1Y) D7 — 7V AR TIE MO BE, &R AEEREEDTT V42V EhREIIShrinking Cities — Complete works Vol 1+ 2 CD/ DVD (11)
VX T—OV )= T—U Vol 1 + 2 CD/ DVD) J & #7575, www.archplus.net
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The Shrinking Cities Project

Shrinking Cities is a project of the Kulturstiftung des Bundes (German Federal Cultural Foundation) in cooperation with the Project Office
Philipp Oswalt, the Museum of Contemporary Art Leipzig, the Bauhaus Dessau Foundation, and the magazine archplus.

The first phase of the research and exhibition project directed by Philipp Oswalt focused on the international investigation of processes
of shrinkage. For more than four years, more than a hundred artists, architects, urban planners, journalists, and scientists worked toge-
ther to analyze and document the urban regions of Detroit (USA), Manchester/ Liverpool (Great Britain), lvanovo (Russian Federation),
and Halle/Leipzig (Germany). In the second phase of the project, which focused on the search for possible interventions, an international
competition was held and grants and direct commissions were awarded. The resulting 34 projects by artists, architects, scientists, and
local initiatives from ten countries range from artistic interventions and self-empowerment projects to architectural, landscape, and
media interventions, all the way to new legal regulations and utopian designs. The majority of the projects were developed in close
cooperation with citizens, local groups, and institutions.



